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— The MAILING DATE of this eommunleaffon appears on the cover sheet with ttte conespondenGO eddress - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be avanablo under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 1 36(a). In no event, however, mey a leply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MOlfTHS from the maiHng date of this oommunJcatlon. 

- If the period for reply speoKled ebove Is tees than thtrty (30) dsye, a lepfy within the ^tetutory minimum of Qtlrty ^) deye wfli be ognoid^red t^eiy, 

- If NO period for reply Is spedfled above, the maximum statutory pevlod will apply end wit) expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mafllng date of thb oommvnlcatiQn. 
. FeiiuietQreplyv/lthlRtheeetorextendedperiodfbrreiilywUlpbyBtplvlB^ (35U.S.C.§133). 

Arty recaived by the Office Idlfir than Ihma nnnthfi after lha maiing datd of tNs eommunicafiQn» Mnt if f knety filad. msy raduoe oiy 
earned patent lemi adjustment 8e8 37CFR1,704(b)> 

Status 

1 )S R^ponsive to communication(9) filed on 26 Mav 2004 . 
2a)n This action is PINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

.3)ISI Since this application is In condition fbr allowance except fbr formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qt/ayfe, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim($)J:^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Giaim(s)i4g is/are allowed. 

©)□ Claim(s) Is/are rejected. 

7C! Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) D Clalm(6) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specmcation is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E| The drawrng(s) filed on 01 Februaiv 2002 is/are: a)ISI accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Ap|:^lcant may not request that any ot^ctlon to the drawingCs) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(d). 
Replacement drawing $heet($) Induding the correction is required if ttie dra\Adng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) n The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Exambter. Note the attached Office Action or tbmi PTO-lffl. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) IS Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some *c}D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the piiority documents have been received. 

2. ^ Citified copies of the piiority documents have been received In Application No. 09/309.922 . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this NatfonaJ Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule I7^(a)). 
* See the attached detaaed Office action fbr a list of the certified copies not received. 



AttacfiRient(s) 

1 ) □ NoficB of References Cited (PTO-B92) 
^ □ Nob'ca of Dfaftsper^n'd Patent D/awfng Ravlew (PTO^S4d) 
a) □ Infbmiation Disclosure Slat9nDent(5) (PrO-1449 or PTOrfSB/08) 
PaiKf No(d)/Maii Date 



4) D Interview Summary (FTCM13) 

Paper No(syMan Date. . 

5) n Notice of Jnfomial Patent Appllcatfon (PTO-152) 
6>D other ^. 
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Continued ExammatioH Under 37 CFJR 1J14 
L A request for continued examinadon under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(eX was filed in this application. Since this application is eligible for continued 
escamination under 37 CFR 1.114, and die fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, 
the finaHty of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 05/26/04 has been entered. 

Ex Parte Quayle 

2. This sppUcatiion is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matteis. 

3. The odgpbal patent, or a statement as to loss or inaccessibility of die original patent, must 
be received before this reissue application can be allowed. See 37 CER 1.178. 

4. Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under £r parte 
Quayley 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

5- A shortened statutory period for reply to Ibis action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
fiom the mfli'lmg date of this letter. 

AUawable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-40 are allowed. 
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Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this conununication or earlier communications from the 
Gxaxniner should be directed to Sandra L. Brase whose telephone number is (571) 272-2131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are ui^uccessful, the examines 
supervisor, Arthur T, Gmnley, can be reached on 571-272-2136. The fax. phone number for die 
ox:gani2ation where this application or piroceedjng is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Ihfhrmadon regarding the status of an plication maybe obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAJR) system. Status information for published applications 
noay be obtained from dth^ Private PAIR or PubUcPAJXt. Status mfiDrmationfinr unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact tiie Electronic Busniess Center (EBQ at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Sandra L. Brase 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 

June 8, 2004 
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